
Mini Travellers Family Travel Blog is a multi-award winning blog 
which is designed for parents of children of all ages looking for 
holiday ideas and inspiration. 
With three children aged 8, 7 and 7, they’ve put our family Adventure 
Trail to the test and proved this route is great for the kids!
The Mini Travellers Adventure Trail is a lovely scenic route that is 
largely easy to walk and perfect for little explorers. Beginning in 
the picturesque village of Bodre, the route enjoys varied scenery 
including ancient woodland, winding rivers and a patchwork of 
wildlife rich habitats. Don’t forget to end your walk with a delicious 
meal from the Red Lion Pub (our personal favourite dish is their ale 
battered fish and chips – delicious)!

Trail provided by New Forest National Park Authority

Family 
Adventure Trail
Sites accessible from: 
Our lovely family-friendly 
Holmsley campsite 
(this walk is 9.3 miles 
from our site and about 
a 20 minute drive).

Length of walk: 4.3 miles 

Duration: 2-3 hours 

Start point: 
Red Lion Pub, SO41 8NE

To make this walk a little 
shorter, why not start your 
journey at the Church 
of St John the Baptiste, 
SO41 5PG. (Point 2)

Difficulty: Nice and easy

Facilities: A pub where 
you can have some lovely 
grub and a drink to quench 
your thirst. (It also has 
toilets here too should 
you need a loo break!)
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 7 RODLEASE LANE

Turn right when the path ends and join Rodlease Lane. Turn 
right onto the road and retrace your steps back to Boldre 
Bridge and the Red Lion pub, where you can finish the trail 
with a hearty and tasty meal for all the family!

  5 SANDY DOWN JUNCTION

Cross the ford and continue ahead to a wide metal gate 
and junction. Turn left and follow the track. Turn right at 
the next waymarker and head uphill into a beautiful conifer 
plantation to a gate and junction, waymarker 5. Turn left 
at the waymarker and sign to Boldre, following the track 
downhill, through two gates and onto Roydon Lane. 

 6 HEAD ACROSS FIELDS

Turn right and follow the road to a junction. Go straight 
on following the sign for Boldre and past some traditional 
red brick houses. As the road bends to the left look for a 
waymarker in the hedge, waymarker 6. Turn left through 
a gate and across fields, keeping the hedge on your left 
side. Have fun crossing two stiles and a footbridge over the 
Lymington River as it winds across the fields. Follow the path 
though a small but sweet wood and alongside a utility works 
fence.

adventureMap your

OPTIONAL PIT STOP! If you fancy resting weary feet, 
why not take a trip to Setley Ridge Vineyard and Farm 
Shop (SO41 7UF). Inside, little ones can fill their tummies 
with a selection of homemade cakes and sandwiches, as 
well as delicious home cooked meals from Rosie Lea Tea 
Rooms. And for the adults, why not have a wander through 
the Farm Shop for some campsite dinner inspiration!

  3 INTO ROYDON WOODS

Facing the church (which dates back all the way to the 
11th century!), turn right at the waymarker and walk 
through the car park. Follow the path to Haywards Farm 
and turn left at the farmhouse. Follow the gravel for half a 
mile and then turn left onto a side road. This leads to the 
very beautiful Roydon Woods Nature Reserve. Continue 
ahead into the reserve along a bridleway, waymarker 3 
but take care here as it can be very muddy. (Perfect for 
little feet wearing wellington boots to jump into!)

  4 FORD BY ROYDON MANOR

At the track junction turn left at the waymarker signed to 
Brockenhurst. Go through charming woodland and downhill 
to a pretty ford (below) and footbridge across the Lymington 
River. On the way, look for a small flooded pit amongst the 
trees on your left. This was the site of brickworks used to 
build Roydon Manor, waymarker 4.

  1 BOLDRE BRIDGE

From the Red Lion pub turn right and walk downhill past a 
cottage displaying a 1786 stone on the building, to Boldre 
Bridge and across the Lymington River, waymarker 1.

INTERESTING FACT! Roydon Woods Nature Reserve is 
home to an abundance of wildlife, flower and fauna – see 
if your little ones can spot the free-roaming deer, several 
species of woodpeckers and enjoy the freshly scented plants 
that carpet the floor. 

  2 LEFT TO BOLDRE CHURCH

Turn left onto Rodlease Lane and follow the road past 
Rodlease House, a grand and beautiful Georgian manor 
that’s a sight to behold. You’ll notice there is a waymarker on 
your left which will be your return route and help you on your 
way back. Continue uphill and turn right at a waymarker 
opposite Rodlease Farm. Follow the path uphill through the 
woodland, past the wholesale nursery on your left, to join 
Church Lane. Turn left, waymarker 2 and follow the road to 
the Church of St John the Baptiste, SO41 5PG.

INTERESTING FACT! Roydon Manor was built in the late 
17th Century and is Grade II listed. The house was built by 
Gresham Hussey from bricks made at the local brickworks 
and its name is derived from ‘Roi Donne’ – meaning a gift from 
the King.

Did you enjoy this trail? 
Share your photos with us!
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